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My name is JANEZ JANSA_

SYNOPSIS

A name. Everybody has one. In the documentary, individuals, artists and academics
from all over the world share their thoughts about the meaning and purpose of one’s
name from both private and public perspectives. The problem of homonymy and other
reasons for changing one’s name are explored as the film draws references from history,
popular culture and individual experiences, leading us to the case of a name change
that caused a stir in the small country of Slovenia and beyond.

In 2007, three artists joined the conservative Slovenian Democratic Party (SDS) and
officially changed their names to that of the leader of the party, the Prime Minister of
Slovenia, Janez Jansa. While they renamed themselves for personal reasons, the boundaries
between their lives and their art began to merge in numerous and unforeseen ways.

Signified as an artistic gesture, this particular name change provoked a wide range of
interpretations in art circles both in Slovenia and abroad, as well as among publicists
and the general public.
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ABOUT THE DIRECTOR and THE PRODUCER

Janez Jansa (1970) is a conceptual artist, performer and producer. His work has a
strong social connotation and is characterized by an inter-media approach. He is
co-founder and director of Aksioma — Institute for Contemporary Art, Ljubljana.

Aksioma — Institute for Contemporary Art, Ljubljana, is a non-profit cultural
institution based in Ljubljana, Slovenia. The basic activities of Aksioma are the
production, promotion and distribution of new media art projects. However,
its program also encompasses the fields of performance and visual arts, music,
documentary and video production as well as education and publishing.

More at: www.aksioma.org
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FEATURING

The documentary features a great deal of internationally known names, among them
UBERMORGEN.COM, Vuk Cosi¢, Franco and Eva Mattes, Jan Fabre, Stephen Kovats,
Tim Ectchells, Vaginal Davis, Mladen Dolar, and, last but not least... Janez Jansa,

Janez Jansa and Janez Jansa.
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DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

The idea for this documentary sprang from a personal experience. In 2007, I legally
changed my name, together with two other Slovenian artists, to Janez Jansa. Janez
Jansa was the Prime Minister of Slovenia at the time and suddenly there were more
Janez Jansas acting together within the same physical and media space. The system of
reference of names started to crack...

This made me reflect on issues such as identity vs identification, multiplicity vs
multiplication, the name as an interface between the private and the public, and the
personal name as a brand.

I have dealt with these and many other questions in numerous lectures/presentations
at various universities and museums around the world. On these occasions, I started
discovering dramaturgical possibilities of the story that I was telling and constantly
reshaping, amending with regard to the audiences’ responses. The draft for the script
of the film My Name Is Janez Jansa was thus the result of a series of direct interactions
with the audience. The theatrical piece “The more of us there are, faster we’ll reach our
goal” served as a study for the script as well.
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FORMATS

Formats used in the documentary range from HDV to Beta, miniDV, Internet videos and
low-resolution clips recorded with cell phones. Shooting strategies vary from professional
recordings to hidden cameras since the footage includes unpublished material, the
making-of and backstage shots of some of the artistic actions carried out by the three
artists, interviews, reports and clips from television archives and interviews, statements
and scenes recorded ad hoc for the documentary.
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TECHNICAL SHEET

HD / 67 min. / Color / Sound 5.1 / 2012 / Slovenia

Date of release: April/May 2012

Director: Janez Jansa

Screenplay: Janez Jansa, Janez Jansa

Story: Janez Jansa, Janez Jansa, Janez Jansa

Producer: Marcela Okreti¢

With Drazen Dragojevi¢ in the role of Drazen Dragojevi¢
Interviews by: Drazen Dragojevié, Janez Jansa, Janez Jansa
Director of Photography: Darko Heri¢

Editors: Jurij Moskon, Giusi Santoro

Graphic Designer: Luka Umek

Music Composers: Riccardo Nanni, Giancarlo Di Maria

Production: Aksioma — Institute for Contemporary Art, Ljubljana
Co-Production: TV Slovenija (SI), Institute Maska (SI)

Associated Producers: POPCult (IT), Emotionfilm (SI)

Financial Support: Slovenian Film Centre, Viba Film, Ljubljana
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CONTACTS

Janez Jansa, director

janez.jansa@aksioma.com

Marcela Okreti¢, producer

aksioma4@siol.net

Giusi Santoro, executive producer
popcult@libero.it

Production:

Aksioma - Institute for Contemporary Art
Neubergerjeva 25, SI-1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia
Phone: +386 (0)590 54 360

Mobile Phone: +386 (0)41 250 669

www.aksioma.org
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